
 New Mexico’s Community Forest Planning Group will 
unveil a tool-kit publication for municipal leaders called 
“Plan Smart, Rethinking Green”. This project began 
in October of 2008 with the “Trees and People” Survey, 
which gathered information from more than 430 people 
from more than 70 communities throughout the state. Us-
ing information from this survey, the planning group de-
veloped a publication that will be used by municipal leaders 
and citizen groups to better realize the value trees provide 
to a community and leverage resources and opportunities 
to make their community better!

“Plan Smart, Rethinking Green” is not only a publication, 
it is an initiative to help our communities realize and maxi-
mize the benefits from their trees. Highlights of the publi-
cation include:

•  A summary of the 
 “Trees and People”    
 survey

•  The SmartCard -- 
 An evaluation tool to   
 assess your community’s  
 green planning deci-  
 sions and identify how  
 you can use trees to   
 “make your community  
 better”

•  Information on “What you need to know”,“New   
 Mexico community case studies”, “What you can do”,  
 “Where you can get help” for four essential issues  
 that face our communities
 • Maximizing green resources – benefits of trees
 • Water – getting the biggest bang for your budget  
  with this essential resource
 • Wildfire – providing safer communities, 
  learning  the facts
 • Building a community forestry program – 
  make it happen!

•  Fact Sheets - Easy to use resource information for   
 increasing community awareness.
 • Living Smart
 • Planning Smart
 • Communicate Smart
 • Water Smart

The “Plan Smart, Rethinking Green” publication will be 
available on our website: www.nmforestry.com (link to 
Community Forestry) in July 2009. We encourage com-
munities and citizen groups to use this tool-kit to help 
maximize the benefits of trees in your community.  

Website redesign – Our website has been updated to bet-
ter serve the communities and citizens of New Mexico. 
www.nmforestry.com (link to Community Forestry)

New and updated features include:

•  Links to a variety of programs that help communities  
 with tree planting, recognition, and other resources

•  Resources for communities and citizens that range   
 from recognizing the benefits of trees to water 
 conservation and tree health

•  Links to a few of our program partners

•  Announcements

•  The “Community Corner” – showcasing excellence in  
 New Mexico Community Forestry programs.
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Tree Climbers Saddle Up! 
Eleven tree workers showed up to participate in an aerial rescue
workshop Saturday, June 20th, at the National Hispanic Cultural 
Center.  The workshop trains rescue techniques for climbers that 
may have become injured, rendered unconscious, or other wise inca-
pacitated while performing their tree care duties aloft.  The motiva-
tion for many tree climbers to participate in this workshop, besides 
safety and rescue training, is to satisfy requirements necessary for the 
ISA Certified Tree Worker/Climber Specialist credential. This certi-
fication is offered by the International Society of Arboriculture and 
designed to improve technical competency of personnel in the 
tree care industry. Participants seeking this certification must have 
eighteen months tree climber experience performing tree care opera-
tions, hold a current CPR/First Aid certification, and have undergone 
an aerial rescue workshop before being eligible for the certification 

exam. The exam is given in two parts: 1) a written exam and 2) a practical evaluation of basic climbing skills and knowl-
edge of knots commonly used in our industry. The written exam covers many aspects critical to the tree worker; safety, tree 
removal, rigging, pruning, cabling, tree science, tree identification, and electrical hazard awareness.

Many consumers and those of us who work in the green industry 
are familiar with the ISA Certified Arborist credential and here in 
New Mexico we have grown the population of those professionals 
to about seventy-five certified arborists. Of those listed, only about 
a third of those are commercial arborists, that is only twenty-five or 
so are available for hire to care for trees. Of these, less than half may 
directly perform the work of pruning, removal, cabling and other 
aspects of tree care.  

In New Mexico there is no license requirement, no regulation, 
for tree care businesses. Nationally, OSHA ranks tree work as the 
third most hazardous occupation, only slightly safer than crab 
fishing in Alaska and the forestry industry. Dr. John Ball, professor 
of forestry at South Dakota State University, reviewed volumes of 
OSHA stats found arborists three times more likely to be killed 
on the job as a tree worker than as a police officer or firefighter in 
their line of work! Even though the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI) sets forth these standards and the ISA publishes 
‘Best Management Practices’, but for the most part, adherence to 
these is voluntary. In fact, many people performing “tree work” in 
New Mexico are unaware that these standards even exist!  
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By Eric Bishop

Mission
Tree New Mexico is 

dedicated to ensuring 
sustainable forests in urban  
and rural communities and 

natural areas through 
restoration, public 

education, and advocacy.

“We plant trees to keep 
New Mexico clean, beauti-

ful and healthy!”
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The ISA’s Tree Worker/Climber Specialist certification is the 
credential for the tree technician.  It is intended for those who 
have the greatest impact upon the urban forest, those who touch 
and effect more trees than most of us in the arboricultural in-
dustry, the commercial tree worker.  Currently, in New Mexico 
there are none of these certified professionals—ZERO!



The hope is that we can create a training program for 
arborists and be able to grow the population of ISA Certi-
fied Tree Workers from zero to a dozen or more by year’s end!  
The eleven tree workers that participated in the aerial rescue 
workshop this past weekend are on that course and aspire to 
pass their certification exam this September. As certification 
and training is voluntary, to maintain support for a 
permanent tree worker training program will require volun-
teers and sponsorship.  Maintaining our urban forest properly 
and insuring the safety of the professionals that care for the trees 
depend on it.

We would like to send a special thanks to the National 
Hispanic Cultural Center for providing a venue for tree 
worker training and hope to provide more pruning of 
their larger trees in exchange for the privilege to climb 
and train in them.  Thanks also to the Think Trees board 
who sponsored Mark James, with Preservation Tree Care 
in Colorado, the expertise behind the workshop. Thanks 
too, to Mark for helping us take the first big step in our 
certification program, to all those with the ISA who played a part in making this happen, and to the tree climbers who stepped 
up and volunteered to prune the cultural center’s Cottonwood trees so that they may advance themselves and their profession—
GOOD JOB!

Eric Bishop is the owner of Eric’s Tree Care LLC. Eric has been an ISA Certified Arborist 13 years and has worked as an arborist in 
ABQ, NM for 15 years and is the current New Mexico Director of ISA-Rocky Mountain Chapter.
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Community Updates
Communities throughout New Mexico . . . . . 

•  Albuquerque Urban Forestry Initiative – On June 29th, Mayor Martin J. Chavez announced a new 
 component  to the on-going work of building Albuquerque’s urban forest with a commitment to plant 
 75,000 trees over the next two years!! Way to go Marty!

•  Alamogordo – Celebrated another successful Earth Day Fair at the Alameda Park Zoo.  The City 
 continues with a successful citizen tree planting initiative in parks, streets, and schools throughout the city.

•  Cuba – The Village of Cuba is revitalizing St. Francis of Assisi Park by planting trees and constructing a 
 nature trail that extends beyond the park and throughout the village.  The goal of the “Step Into Cuba”  
 project is to “promote a healthy lifestyle by increasing walking and hiking in Cuba and on surrounding  
 scenic Federal Lands”.  So far, they have planned an extensive trails system, began trail construction,   
 planted more than 300 seedlings and transplanted more than 2 dozen larger pinion pine and rocky 
 mountain juniper throughout St. Francis of Assisi Park. 



Featured Tree -
Lacebark Elm!
The Lacebark Elm tree, Ulmus parvifolia, is a superb tree for 
urban conditions and should be widely considered for use as a 
street tree. This deciduous shade tree is a very hardy, tough tree 
that is capable of withstanding the rigors of harsh climates, poor 
soils and streetscape situations. The species is known for quick 
growth, particularly if planted in fertile, well drained soils. The 
dark green, oval leaves of the lacebark elm vary from 3/4 to 2 
1/2 inches in length. Most lacebark elms lose their leaves late in 
the fall.

Fall leaf color is variable, but some yellowish to reddish purple 
is possible even in warmer climates. The bark of this elm is per-
haps its finest feature. The grey bark begins to exfoliate or peel 
off in small patches as the trunk matures resulting in an inter-
esting combination of mottled colors beneath, including green, 
gray, orange and brown.

Wrap-up of Tree 
New Mexico Spring 
Events:
3/17/09: Tree New Mexico partnered with Keep Rio 
Rancho Beautiful for the “Great American Clean-up 
Kick Off” by donating 12 large Blue Spruce trees for 
the beautification of  Haynes Park.

3/21/09: Earth Day at Rio Rancho: Keep Rio Ran-
cho celebrated Earth Day at the New City Hall and 
offered a variety of  environmental workshops and 
gave away 1,500 trees to the public.

4/4/09: Tree New Mexico and Tim Womick helped 
Roswell celebrate Earth Day with educational per-
formances, free trees to the public, tree educational 
materials and technical assistance!  

4/18/09: Big day for tree-giveaways!!! TNM part-
nered with Whole Foods Stores (both Albuquerque 
locations) and Cottonwood Mall and gave over 4,000 
trees and educational materials to area residents. 

4/22/09: Tree New Mexico was one of  several envi-
ronmental and health related organizations present 
at Ethicon’s Environmental Fair that offered their 
employees information on personal health and the 
environment.  

4/25-26/09: The Home and Garden Show 2009 at 
the Expo Fairgrounds partnered with us this year to 
provide 1,000 to folks attending the event. 

4/26-27/09: Tree New Mexico brought in guest 
environmental education artist Tim Womick to pres-
ent to students from all over northern New Mexico 
at the year-end celebration of  the River Source 
Watershed and River Education Program, and for 
the Bosque School for their Bosque Environmental 
Monitoring Program (BEMP) Congress. 

July 1st: Whole Foods Shoppers 
        Help Save Our Bosque

5% Day at Whole Foods Market 
Wednesday, July 1st was 5% Day at Whole 
Foods Market at 2103 Carlisle Blvd NE.  
Tree New Mexico was chosen to be the r
ecipient of five percent of the day’s net sales! 

What Your Donations DO!
•  Plant for than 2,000 trees in the Bosque annually
•  Provide volunteer opportunities for groups and individuals
• Monitor and maintain restoration sites throughout the Bosque,
 And MORE!
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Join 
 Today
 
Help Save 
Our Bosque!
What Your Dollars Do:
 Planting of more than 2,000 trees    
 and shrubs in the Bosque annually
  Provide volunteer opportunities    
 for groups and individuals 
 Monitor and maintain restorations 
 sites throughout the Bosque

Mission Statement
Tree New Mexico is dedicated to ensuring sustainable forests in urban and rural 
communities and natural areas through restoration, public education and advocacy.

Become a member and help save our Bosque!
Membership Benefits 
 • A year of Tree New Mexico’s quarterly newsletter, the Tree Press, which 
  highlights our tree planting efforts and education sessions around the state.
 • You will also receive a copy of our most recent publications 
  and brochures.
 • A personalized certificate recognizing your contribution.
 • Information about how you can get involved in your local area.
 • The satisfaction of knowing that you are making a cost-effective, 
  meaningful contribution to helping the planet. 

For every dollar donated to Tree New Mexico eighty-five cents goes 
directly to tree planting and education!



Mail this form to: Tree New Mexico • P.O. Box 81827 • Albuquerque, NM 87198-1827

M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N

Tree New Mexico is a 501c-3 non-profit organization, and all donations are tax-deductible.

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
 $25 Cottonwood

 $50 Desert Willow

 $100 Piñon

 $500 NM Olive

 $1000 NM Live Oak

 Other Amount

Name 
Address

City  State  Zip 
Phone  Email 

“The subject 
matter which 
has taken my 
heart is the 
Rio Grande 
River with its 
most magnifi-

cent Bosque. The wild beauty of 
the Bosque in summer, fall, win-
ter, mornings and sunsets takes 
my breath away and I am com-
pelled to paint. Even after thirty 
years the excitement is still there 
and I love sharing this excitement 
through my oil pastel paintings.”

Become a member and receive a free print by Dan Godfrey
www.dangodfrey.com

Dan Godfrey • www.dangodfrey.com


